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Abu Dhabi celebrates as partner BP-Ford clinches 2007 Manufacturer title*

The capital of the United Arab Emirates, Abu Dhabi, was celebrating today, as its
partner in the FIA World Rally Championship, BP-Ford clinched the Manufacturers’
title of the 2007 series*. Mikko Hirvonen responded perfectly to his brief to finish
in sixth place or better, reaching the finish ramp in fourth in the Ford Focus RS
World Rally Car, the position he held for the duration of the event.

Thepressure was heaped on the young Finn's shoulders o
team-mat e Marcus Grodnholm crashed out on the fourth st ac
representative Sheikh Khalid Al Qassimi completed his fourth and final event of the 2007
series in an excellent 15th place overall, to complete his program of directly representing
the emirate in the world’'s most dramatic form of motor

Present to join in the celebrations was Ahmed Hussein, Deputy Director General of the Abu

Dhabi Tourism Aut hority, the body responsible for bringing t
Dhabi cars have been seen all around the world this year, from Ireland to New Zealand, and

this marvell ous achi evement -rroemnad ddse dtihcea ttiecarm’ asn dy ehaarr d
Ahmed Hussein.

‘l extend not only my congratulations to everyone i n t
are playing a vital role in establishing the name of the UAE capital in all corners of the
world.

“Rallying is sport withoutvetyone isevelsoma nitlis kbkke a biggher e e
family. This is one of the reasons we chose to partner
most dramatic form of motorsport, and the manufacturerl
been a brilliant debut season for Abu Dhabi ' s WRC i nvolvement."’

Abu Dhabi ' sbregking parthership with Ford in the World Rally Championship forms
part of its range of initiatives to build awareness of the emirate as a world-class destination
for leisure, culture and business. The prominence of the sport, with global TV audiences of
800 million is also the reason why Abu Dhabi has recently become Official Destination
Partner of the WRC, giving it further opportunities to promote the destination to the global
rally community.

BP-Ford World Ral | y Team Director Malcolm Wi lson was also de
achievement this weekend, bringing the second Manuf act
years. "It has been a solid, reliable drive by Mikko and Jarmo. Mikko fully understood the

role he had to play and did that superbly, with increasing maturity throughout the season

and he and Jarmo are established as one of the worl d’ s
successors to their retiring colleagues.

“The result of his steady dhievewehbhiestwamkenthaad wor k
second consecutive Manuf actaumgera't Biectbeheadte Rally

GB | ooking to win the drivers’ title too and we’'ll be
really go for it."”

Sheikh Khalid al Qassimi endured a difficult rally, coping with weather conditions that were

so bad that even the |l ocal drivers, who many expected
an event! Firstly, congratulations to Marcus, Mikko and the whole team for claiming the

Manufacturers’ title, I't has been an amazing experi enc
looking forward to linking-up wi th Mi kko again next year. | 'm sure

close to the WRC family because he has been such an amazing ambassador for the sport.
“For me, this season has been about gaining experienc:e

FIA WORLD RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP
FIA MIDDLE EAST RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP



=" AB{i Dhabl

various surfaces | ’'ve had to contend with in my four e

“l have a | ot more WRC events next season, ande | woul ¢
to His Highness Sheikh Sultan Bin Tahnoon, the ADTA Chairman, everyone in the Authority

and of course all of my fans in the UAE who have given me the confidence to represent Abu

Dhabi in the WRC.

“I't is a tremendous honour aride Idaope I haveamadé éverfane me wi t h
proud of Abu Dhabi, and I "I be going into next seasot
name of the UAE capital and representing my country t

With the manufacturers’ ti tidbackes BR-FordeWorld RalHyeTeakbnow Dh a b
heads for the final round of the 2007 season, Wales Rally GB where Marcus Grénholm, now
trailing Sebastien Loeb by six points after the Frenct
more luck than he had in Ireland.

Wales Rally GB runs from 30 November to 2 December, the same weekend as the Middle

East Rally Championship season-ending Dubai International Rally. Team Abu Dhabi driver Al

Qassimi — who leads the MERC standings by two points - will be hoping home advantage

sees him Ilift a second MERC drivers’ title so he can ¢
of the season.

*Subject to the official publication of the results by the FIA

About Abu Dhabi

Abu Dhabi is the largest of the seven emirates which form the United Arab Emirates (UAE),
forming 80% of t hemassanditishgmedo theacapital, Abu Dhabi City. The
Abu Dhabi Tourism Authority (ADTA) has embarked on a dynamic campaign to develop a
world-class infrastructure as an up-scale sporting, cultural and leisure destination, aimed at
discerning visitors. In rallying, Abu Dhabi has formed a ground-breaking partnership with
the BP-Ford World Rally Team in the FIA World Rally Championship, as well as developing a
three-car national team competing in the Middle East Rally Championship (MERC), Team
Abu Dhabi. The nation hosts a round of the FIA Historic Rally Championship and the UAE
also hosts the final round of the MERC. Abu Dhabi has launched a host of global sporting
initiatives, including the European Tour-backed Abu Dhabi Golf Championship and from
2009, it will host a round of the FIA Formula One World Championship. The nation has
recently announced plans to welcomesome of the world’'s most famous cul
including the Louvre Abu Dhabi and the Guggenheim Abu Dhabi.
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